
Helping children with

Children with Down syndrome learn differently. 
If children don’t  learn the way we teach, then we have to teach the way they learn.

Down syndrome
Did you know? 
Learning to talk is a particular challenge for most children with Down syndrome. Difficulties 
with understanding and using language present obstacles in daily life and can be a major source 
of frustration. Delayed language impacts on learning, and the effects are lifelong.

What is Down Syndrome Ireland doing?

‘See and Learn’ is an evidence based, structured teaching 
See and Learn is an evidence based, structured teaching 
programme which teaches speech, language and reading 
skills in small steps, for children with Down syndrome 
up to 6 years of age. The programme is designed to 
help educators and parents provide young children with 
the additional support and practice they need to learn 
language and aid communication. 

We will also lobby the Government to fund 
the future roll-out of See and Learn so that 
it is sustainable in the long term. 

Here’s what we will do in 2019 / 2020:

• Supply See and Learn Language and Reading Kits to 
participating pre-schools

• Supply See and Learn Speech kits to our 25 local branches

• Provide training to 240 pre-school practitioners

• Estimated 500 children will directly benefit

• Approximately 300 participating pre-schools

With funds raised through this year’s HB Fundays campaign, 
Down Syndrome Ireland is investing in a programme which 
promotes speech and language development in children, 
called ‘See and Learn’.

”It completely captures how Eoin learns. It has really 
helped with his speech and communication, I could not 

recommend See and Learn enough.” 

Mum Deirdre, speaking about how See and Learn is 
helping her son Eoin (5).



• Support our HB Fundays campaign!

• Help US! - Lobby the Department of Children and Youth Affairs 
get See and Learn included in the Access and Inclusion Model 

(AIM) for children with Down syndrome.

What can YOU do?

Providing the right support at the right time gives 
children the best start in their educational journey. Children who get a 
positive start will be more likely to succeed in education, and go on to further education 
and employment, rather than a care focused environment, reducing the costs to 
the state in the long term.

Children with Down syndrome have complex learning 
needs that require specific solutions. Investment in 
early years education reduces costs to the 
State in the long term.

Why?

Down Syndrome Ireland’s HB Funday’s campaign is a fun initiative 
that encourages communities, schools and organisations to 

host their own HB Fundays party with delicious 
HB Hazelbrook Farm ice-cream to help raise 

much needed funds for the members 
and communities supported 
by Down Syndrome Ireland. 

The campaign is a vital source of funding 
for the development of our nationwide 
support services, which are currently in 

huge demand and under-resourced. 

This year, the money raised by the campaign will 
support two areas See and Learn and Parent-Link.

The economic argument for investing in young children 
is now widely recognised. The return on investment in 

early childhood care and education in Ireland can 
be as high as €7 for every €1 spent.

To find out more about our HB Funday’s campaign and to register your party, 
please visit www.downsyndrome.ie.

#ShareTheJourney#DSIHBFundays


