2017 Allocation of Resources

No school will lose supports as a result of the implementation of the new model. In addition, no
school will receive an allocation, for the support of pupils with complex needs, less than the
allocation they received to support such pupils during the 2016/17 school year. No allocation made
for such pupils by the NCSE will be removed from schools as long as that pupil remains in the school.
The new funding will ensure that all schools receive a sufficient allocation of special education needs
resources to provide additional teaching support to all pupils, including pupils who have yet to enrol
in their school, who require such support.
Schools will be frontloaded with resources, based on each school’s profile, to provide supports
immediately to those pupils who need it without delay. This will reduce the administrative burden
on schools as schools will no longer have to complete an application process annually and apply for
newly enrolled pupils who require resource hours. Children who need support can have that support
provided immediately rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.
Schools will therefore no longer have to make applications, for newly enrolled pupils for whom
resource teaching hours may have been provided under the old model, or for pupils who have
received a new diagnosis, as schools will now receive a single allocation for all of their special
education teaching needs, based on their school size and profile.
The new allocations to schools will include provision to support all pupils in the schools,
including where a child receives a diagnosis after the allocation is received by a school, or where
there are newly enrolling pupils to the school.
For students who start school from September 2017, with a specific diagnosis, either in junior infants
or transferring from another school, the resources they need will already be in the school under the
new model.
The model will allow for some additional provision for exceptional circumstances.
An information leaflet is currently being developed by the NCSE and will be made available to all
schools for distribution to parents of children with special educational needs.

